Oakland Baptist Church
==========
Giving to the Lord
==========
1. Consider the tithe
--------------------Leviticus 27:30
“Every tenth of the land’s produce, grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the
Lord; it is holy to the Lord.
Malachi 3:8-10
“Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me!” “How do we rob you?” you ask. “By not making
the payments of the tenth and the contributions. You are suffering under a curse, yet you —
the whole nation — are still robbing me. Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there
may be food in my house. Test me in this way,” says the Lord of Armies. “See if I will not open
the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure.
2. Remember first-fruits
Proverbs 3:9-12
Honor the Lord with your possessions and with the first produce of your entire harvest; then
your barns will be completely filled, and your vats will overflow with new wine. Do not despise
the Lord’s instruction, my son, and do not loathe his discipline; for the Lord disciplines the one
he loves, just as a father disciplines the son in whom he delights.
3. See voluntary giving
1 Chronicles 29:3
Moreover, because of my delight in the house of my God, I now give my personal treasures of
gold and silver for the house of my God over and above all that I’ve provided for the holy
house:
1 Chronicles 29:6-8
Then the leaders of the households, the leaders of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of
thousands and of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king’s work gave willingly. For the
service of God’s house they gave 185 tons of gold and 10,000 gold coins, 375 tons of silver, 675
tons of bronze, and 4,000 tons of iron. Whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury
of the Lord’s house under the care of Jehiel the Gershonite.
1 Chronicles 29:14-17

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? For
everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your own hand. For
we are aliens and temporary residents in your presence as were all our ancestors. Our days on
earth are like a shadow, without hope. Lord our God, all this wealth that we’ve provided for
building you a house for your holy name comes from your hand; everything belongs to you. I
know, my God, that you test the heart and that you are pleased with what is right. I have
willingly given all these things with an upright heart, and now I have seen your people who are
present here giving joyfully and willingly to you.
4. Jesus affirmed the tithe
Matthew 23:23
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You pay a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, and
yet you have neglected the more important matters of the law — justice, mercy, and
faithfulness. These things should have been done without neglecting the others.
5. Giving based on grace
Acts 4:33-35
With great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and
great grace was on all of them. For there was not a needy person among them because all
those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of what was sold, and laid
them at the apostles’ feet. This was then distributed to each person as any had need.
6. Consider regular and proportionate
1 Corinthians 16:2
On the first day of the week, each of you is to set something aside and save in keeping with
how he is prospering, so that no collections will need to be made when I come.

